The 'shrinking man' syndrome.
3 men presented with loss of height. Quantitative bone histology revealed all the features of hyperparathyroidism, yet the plasma calcium and hand radiographs were normal. 2 of the patients had been on maintenance haemodialysis for over 10 years (a group in whom osteopenia is described) and the third was elderly. It is probable that in these 3 patients the loss of height was due to wedging of vertebrae as a result of the hyperparathyroidism. It is suggested that in all 3 the disease became manifest clinically because the vertebrae may have been osteopenic for other reasons.